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Ophiuchus cancer pe tnv voxta. H evaAlayn auth éxet mAéov kataypadei 6to DNA GAwv Twv {wvTaviv
Opiovxoc (._I s Mg ‘\Tt opyavicpwv, putwv Kot {wwv. OL avBpwrot StékoPav pLiikd autdv tov KUKAo dwtilovtag
ng:;i"s i ™ voxta. Ta ¢putd kot ta {wa eapTwvToL and Tov KABnUePVo KUKAO NUEPAG-VUKTOG yLa VoL
Sw,,% kaBopioouv Ttig {wTikéG Toug cuumnepLdopEG OnwG: n avanapaywyn, n dtatpodr, o Unvog
2kopmés ° KOL N TTPOOTACIa Ao TOUG ONPeUTEG. EMLOTNHOVIKEG LEAETEG £XOUV ATTOSEI§EL OTL TO TEXVNTO
e b wg TNV vUXTA EXEL APVNTIKEG EMSPAOELG O TOAAG £18n, OMwG apdipLa, tenva, OnAaoTikad,
S e Bowng o Mwv  ® Hydra évtopa Kat putd. Ta vukToBLa €i8n adpavormololvtal Katd thv SLAPKEL TG NHEPAG KOL
o O |librazuvsc fcea Spaotnplomotovvrat évrova thv voxta. H pwrtopinavon aAldlel autév tov puoLoAoyiko
puBO SraBiwong. MNna napdadsiypa, oL Oaldooieg xeAwveg (Caretta caretta) {ouv ota Babid
vePA TG Meooyeiou, aAAd yevvoUv Ta QUYG TOUG TLG VUXTEPLVEG WPEG OE TAPAAIEG TNG
/,/Virgo Kedahovidg. Ta xeAwvakia poAlg ekkoAadBoiv avalntoiv to dpwrewdtepo opilovia o
NapBévog oxéon He TNV okotew OdAacoa. Ta TexvnTd ¢pwta anonpocavatolilouv ta XEAwVAKL
KoL T 06NnyoUV 1tpog TNV aKtr). Mtnvd mou HETavaoTeUOUV 1 KUVNYOUV Kotd thn Stdpkela
™V voxtag .. £i6n koukouBayiag (Athene noctua, Tyto alba k.a.) kaBodnyolvtal and
10 dWG TWV ACTPWV Kat tnG ceAfvnG. Emiong, moAAEG vuxtontetaAouSeg EAKOVTAL TTPOG TO
TeEXVNTO PWwTIoNO Kal yivovtar eUKOANn Asia twv Onpeutwv toug. Evag and toug oKomoug
™G avaknpuéng tov EOvikou Apupol Aivou wg AteBvolg Mapkou Zkotewol Oupavol
eival n nmpootacia el6Wv YAwpidag, mavidag, opviBonavidag, evtoponavidag and tnv
dwropunavon.
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Biodiversity

For billions of years, all life has relied on Earth’s predictable rhythm of day and night. It’s
encoded in the DNA of all plants and animals. Humans have radically disrupted this cycle
by lighting up the night. Plants and animals depend on Earth’s daily cycle of light and dark
rhythm to govern life-sustaining behaviors such as reproduction, nourishment, sleep and
protection from predators. Scientific evidence suggests that artificial light at night has neg-
ative and deadly effects on many creatures including amphibians, birds, mammals, insects
and plants. Nocturnal animals sleep during the day and they are active at night. Light pol-
lution radically alters their nighttime environment by turning night into day. For example,
Sea turtles (Caretta caretta) live in the Mediterranean Sea, but hatch at night on several
Kefalonian beaches. Hatchlings find the sea by detecting the bright horizon over the ocean.
Artificial lights draw them away from the sea. Birds that migrate (e.g. ducks) or hunt (e.g.
owls) at night navigate by moonlight and starlight. Artificial light can cause them to wan-
der off course and toward the dangerous nighttime landscapes of cities. Many insects (e.g.
moths) are drawn to light, but artificial lights can create a fatal attraction. Many species of

il . ) flora, fauna, avifauna, as well as lots of insects of Mt. Aenos Dark Sky Park are protected
‘ : : 1 from light pollution due to its designation as International Dark Sky Park.
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Me Tn ouyxpnuarodétnon tng EAAGSag kai Tng Eupwiraikig Evwong

lotopia

‘Eva «AleBvég Mapko Zkotewvol Oupavou» gival pa epLoxr mou Slabétel e§apeTikng
f/koL Stakekplévn moldtnra vuxtepwvol oupavol Kot €vol VUXTEPWO mepLBaAAov
TIOU TIPOOTATEVETOL ELSLKA YLOL TNV EMLOTNUOVIKY, PUOLKY), EKTALSEUTLKE, TIOALTLOTIKN
kAnpovopd kot tnv avaduyn. To MNdapko Ikotewol Oupavou tou EBvikol Apupol Aivou
eivat To npwto Mapko Ikotewvol Oupavou nou £xel OeopnobetnOei otnv EAAGSa.
0 EBVikAG Apupog Aivou SLaBétel ekTog oo mAovoLa BLomotkiAdTnTa, avektipntn Gpuotkn
KAnpovopld, €§aLpeTikr moldtnTa VUXTEPVOU oupavol, kat to KepaAAnviako 16pupa
Epguviv «EYAOZOZ2» (KIE/EYAO=O0Z), evid To mpoowriko tou Dopéa Alaxeipiong Siegayet
nipoypappata eptBaAlovtikiG eknaibsuonc/svnuépwong, NUEPISEG, SLAAEEELG OXETIKA
UE to MPOPAnua Tt pwrtopumaveng os oxoAeia Kot otoug roAiteg tng Kepaloviag-10akng
KOLL OXETIKEG SPAOELG AOTPOTIAPATAPNONG KOl oupavoypadiog eviog tou Mapkou ZKOTEWOU
OupavoU, KATOTILV OXETIKNG AdeLag and tnv AteBuvon Aacwv KedpaAAnviag.
To KIE/EYAOZOZ £€eAixOnKke o€ UPpWMALKAG EUPBEAELAG ELSLKO ACTPOVOULKO EMLOTNLOVIKO
KEVTPO MOV Oepamelel KUPLWG TNV QOTPOVOULKN OpyovoAoyia, TV THAE-EpyQcTnPLOKY
EKTAISEVON, EVW EMEKTAONKE KOl OTLG SLAOTNUIKEG EPOUPHOYEG KOl THV ATHOChALPLKN
omtikr). AnuloupyROnke mpoodsutikd amd to 1995 £wg to 2004 oto O6pog Aivog amod
SpPAOTAPLEG EMLOTNUOVIKEG OMASEG AMAPTI{OMEVEG QMO VEOUG EMLOTHHOVEG Stapopwv
nipoelelicewv (2xoAri Navtikwv Aokipwv, EKEDQE/Anpdkpirog, Mavemotipo ABnvmv Kay),
O€ ouvepyaoia Pe TV ToTikn autodioiknon kat akoAolOwg Bsomiotnke (2005) wg Nopko
MNpéowno Anpociouv Awkaiou (I6pupa), oUTwWG WOTE v aELPOPHOOUV OL EMLOTNUOVIKEG
EYKOTAOTACEL] TIOU OUYKPOTAONKAV otnv mapaxwpnbsica yla T0 OKOMO TOU OPEWN
Bdon tou NATO, péow SLOSOXIKWY ETUTUXNHEVWV TIPOYPOAUUATWY EPEVVASG. ZAMUEPA TO
KIE/EYAOZOZ wg tufpa tou Mdpkou Zkotewol Oupavol tou EBvikol Apupoul Aivou,
anoteAEl MPOTUTIO KEVTPO TOU SUVATOL VA TTOPEXEL TNV EVKALPIA O HaONTEG atd OAn TV
Kedaovia-10dxkn, tnv EAAGSa kat tTnv EUpWTN VAL XPrOLLOTIOL 00UV TLG EYKATOCTAOELG YLaL
EKTIALSEVTIKOUG OKOTIOUG KOL TAUTOXPOVO VO TIOPEXEL TN SUVATOTNTA OE VEOUG EPEUVNTES
a6 6Ao TOV KOGHO V. UAOTIOLICOUV EPEUVNTLKA TIPOYPGLLOTAL.
H OsopoBétnon evog AeBvolg Mdapkou Zkotewol Oupavol otnv Kedalovid, €xel
w¢ enmakoAouBo tnv TMpootacia Tou VUXTEPWVOU oupavol wg ¢uolkol Topou, TV
QVATTTUEN TOU «VUXTEPLVOU» TOUPLOHOU (aoTpOTOUPLoMOU), TG aoctpodwrtoypddnong,
™G aoctpomapatipnong, tng npoBoAng tou EOvikov Apupol Aivou oTo €§WTEPLKO, TNG
Snuoupyiag EL6KWY TPOYPAUHATWY TEPLBAANOVTIKNAG EKMAUISEUONG YLl TO VUXTEPLVO
oupavo kat thv dwrtopumaven, tnv aviaAlayr texvoyvwoiog pe ta unolowuna Aebvi
MNdpka Zkotewol Oupavou tng Eupwrnng kat tou Kéopou.
Neplocdtepeg nAnpodopieg:

http://astro-eudoxos.org/

https://aenosnationalpark.gr/

https://kefaloniageopark.gr/

https://www.darksky.org/

History

The Dark Sky Park of Mt. Aenos National Park is a land possessing an exceptional or distin-
guished quality of starry nights and a nocturnal environment that is specifically protected
for its scientific, natural, educational, cultural heritage, and/or public enjoyment. The Dark
Sky Park is managed by the Management Body of Mt. Aenos National Park, and its Board
and staff supports dark skies and the natural nighttime environment as a valued resource. It
is the first National Park of Greece to be designated as International Dark Sky Park.

Mt. Aenos National Park apart from its valuable biodiversity and natural beauty, has also its
own observatory and astronomical research center. The Research Foundation of Kefallinia
(RFK) “EUDOXO0S” is the administrational centre of an Astronomical Observatories Com-
plex placed around the 1070 m plateau of the Ainos Mountain. The Eudoxos’ Astronomy
Complex comprises the main “Ainos Astronomy Base” and its “Satellite Space Station -G.
Lykoudis”. RFK has been established to fulfill the aim of the donation of the Astronomy Base
premises by the Hellenic Air Force (concluded in 1998) for the creation of an astronomical
observatory in mount Ainos. RFK/”EUDOXOS” is a self-ruled legal entity of the Region of
lonian Islands, in the form of an Astronomical and associated fundamental physics Founda-
tion, as described in its constitutional Presidential Decree (2005). It comprises the following
two complementary scientific establishments bearing the same name:

eThe EUDOXOS National Observatory of Education (NOE-“E”) which administers the RFK’s
educational telescopes.

eThe EUDOXOS National Astronomy Centre (NAC-“E”) which administers the RFK’s research
telescopes.

RFK/EUDOXOS was the first Robotic Astronomy Center in Greece (1999) and has been one
of the major European establishments specializing in Robotic Astronomy, as well as one of
the founding members of the Heterogeneous Telescope Network (HTN). Its infrastructure
was funded on a case by case basis mainly from national (Ministry of Education) and inter-
national (E.U.) research programmes (1999-2004).

Some of the benefits of the recognition of Mt. Aenos National Park as International Dark
Sky Park are the attraction of more visitorsand the development of astro-tourism. The
Management Body provides stargazing events and education about dark skies and light
pollution. It is also a good marketing tool because it provides new and unique ways to draw
visitors. The increase in visitors due to a dark sky designation also means an increase in
customers for local area businesses. And finally, in order to achieve a dark sky designation,
Management Body and local authorities ensure that the area lighting is dark sky friendly,
making the island darker.

Further information:

https://kefaloniageopark.gr/en

https://aenosnationalpark.gr/en

http://astro-eudoxos.org/
https://www.darksky.org/
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3to Dopéa Awaxeipiong EOvikol Apupol Aivou éxeL §eKwviioel mpoomdBesia
gvaodntomnoinong Tou Kowou Katd tng pwtoplnavong, n onoia nictonotiOnke
nepinou mpwv éva Xpovo otav uoBetnOnkav oL apxég tng AteBvoug Opydvwong
ya tnv Mpootacia tou Ikotewol Oupavol (IDA) yia £doppoyh TOALTIKWY
Katd tng dwropumavong. And tote pe tnv Bonbsia tng Actpovopikrg Etatpeiog
Ndatpag «Qpiwv» Kol EpAcLteXVWV aotpovopwv Tt Kedalovidg Eekivnoe pia
nPoondBeLa yLa TV avakipuén tov EBvikov Apupol Aivou wg AteBvoig Mapkou
JZKOTEWOU Oupavoy kat paAlota tou mpwtou AleBvoug MNdapkou ZKOTEWOU
Oupavou tng EANGSag. Madli pe emiotipoveg and to Maveniotiuio Matpwv Kot To
€AANVIKO Mapdaptnpa tng IDA Sie§ixOnoav eknaibsuon MPOCWILKOU, LETPHOELG
pwroplnavong, ekKENAWGCELS, NUEPIBES, KABWGE Kat a§LoAdynon Tov GWTLGHOU TV
OLKLOHWV TG KeEadovidg.

An effort has been undertaken by Mt. Aenos National Park Management Body to
raise public awareness against light pollution, which was certified about a year ago
when the principles of the International Dark sky Association (IDA) were adopted
to implement policies against light pollution. Since then, with the help of the As-
tronomical Society of Patras “Orion” and amateur astronomers of Kefalonia, an
effort has been launched to designate Mt. Aenos National Park as the first Interna-
tional Dark Sky Park of Greece. With the help of scientists from the University of
Patras and the Greek Branch of IDA, several actions were carried out including staff
training, light pollution measurements, stargazing events, workshops, webinars as
well as an evaluation plan of settlements lighting of Kefalonia isl.
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